CJC 2.2

IMPARTIALITY AND FAIRNESS

[bookmark: _GoBack]A judge shall uphold and apply the law*, and shall perform all duties of judicial office fairly and impartially*.

Comments

[1]-[3] [Unchanged.]

[4]   It is not a violation of this Rule for a judge to make reasonable accommodations to ensure pro se litigants the opportunity to have their matters fairly heard.  At times, judges have before them unrepresented litigants whose lack of knowledge about the law and about judicial procedures and requirements may inhibit their ability to be heard effectively.  A judge's obligation under Rule 2.2 to remain fair and impartial and to uphold and apply the law does not preclude the judge from making reasonable accommodations to ensure an unrepresented litigant's right to be heard, so long as those accommodations do not give the unrepresented litigant an unfair advantage.  This Rule does not require a judge to make any particular accommodation.

